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Dear Mr. Severino,

I appreciate the renewed interest on the african continent that you and others authors have shown recently.

Despite the adverse effects of the economic crisis, there is a visible trend of growth in the african continent. It represents hope for this part of the world which means success and failure at the same time. Hope because of its young population and the positive perspectives that the 1st-world countries and the so called emergent economies are putting on it, in terms of aid and FDI. But it is also the worst proof of the mistakes that the developed countries have made in the post-colonialist times. 

Evidence shows that systematic aid given through governments or international institutions such as the World Bank have not only been innefective, but I would say that it has had a negative effect on the continents’ progress; although it has affected some countries more than others. The pattern of aid has created a two fold dependence: on the devoloped countries’side it has become the easiest way to relieve their sense of guilt, and has become a kind of business. From the African countries point of view, it has created an aid dependence in many african countries, not giving them the opportunity to become competitive. 

However, the trend is changing and the EU and the US are actually negotiating trade agreements which would almost imply  a total liberalization of the african products in those markets. This alternative, although egalitarian in its intention, won’t have benefitial consequences on african economies, at least in a close future. Intra-regional trade must be encouraged at african level. For this purpose, the EU could be a reference. 

Also the monetary union that Europe has set up successfully could be a good example for the african economy. In order to become more competitive, the number of currencies must decrease significantly.

 Corruption must also be rooted out the political system. The EU imposes hard conditions for these countries in terms of democratic standards and human rights compliance. Although good governance is believed to be the cornerstone of development, some asiatic examples of rapid economic growth show that this is not an essential condition. Economic growth fosters stability, and consequently general welfare as the chinese example shows. Precisely this country is investing a lot in Africa and somehow presents an alternative to the model of aid delivery led by the EU and the US. Its contribution is based on FDI and unconditioned aid (or at least another type of condition, less visible than the european one) whose benefits are felt more directly by african population. Is China in a better position to deliver effective aid then? Is it competing with the western (european) model, as in many other areas?

Africa has its own particularities and therefore should chose its own  growth pattern.

In any case Africa has lots of potential to exploite and would play a crucial role in a multilateral world. Therefore developed countries have to give this continent the possibility to find and decide it by itself.

